THE VOICE OF THE TIMBER INDUSTRY

TIMBER

BULLETIN
DULUTH, MINNESOTA

JULY/AUGUST 2003

50th Expo Draws
in the Crowds
Logging Legend
Calls it Quits

VOLUME 59

THE VOICE OF THE TIMBER INDUSTRY

TIMBER

Volume 59
July/August 2003
Duluth, Minnesota

BULLETIN

IN THIS ISSUE
50th Expo Draws in the Crowds ..................6
_________________________________________________________________________________

First Hybrid Poplar Plantation Harvest ...11
_________________________________________________________________________________

Logging Legend Calls it Quits ..................14

6

_________________________________________________________________________________

National Forestry Organization
to Honor Minnesota Forester.....................16
_________________________________________________________________________________

Nortrax Celebrates Duluth Expansion .....18
_________________________________________________________________________________

Loggers of the Past .....................................22
_________________________________________________________________________________

14

Classifieds....................................................26
_________________________________________________________________________________

Advertisers Index .......................................26
_________________________________________________________________________________

TIMBER PRODUCERS
ASSOCIATION
President

CLARENCE JOHNSON
Past President

18

ON THE COVER
Two future loggers checking out the
Interstate Detroit Diesel display at the
North Star Expo.

RAMON KILLMER
1st Vice President

LOWELL PITTACK
2nd Vice President

DALE ERICKSON
Secretary/Treasurer

WARREN JOHNSON
Editor

WAYNE E. BRANDT
Graphic Design, Editorial and
Mechanical Production

STEWART-TAYLOR PRINTING
Minnesota
Timber Producers
Association

The Timber Bulletin is published six times annually,
in February, April, June, August, October and
December by the Minnesota Timber Producers
Association, located at 903 Medical Arts Bldg.,
324 W. Superior St., Duluth, Minn. Minnesota
Timber Producers Association members receive
the Timber Bulletin at an annual subscription rate
of $15 which is included in their membership dues.
Periodicals postage paid in Duluth, Minnesota.
Advertising rates and data on request. The views
expressed in the Timber Bulletin do not necessarily
reflect the views or opinions of the Minnesota
Timber Producers Association.
Postmaster: Please send address corrections
to TIMBER BULLETIN, Minnesota Timber
Producers Association, 903 Medical Arts Bldg.,
324 W. Superior St., Duluth, Minnesota 55802,
Phone 218-722-5013.
Issn: 10973532 – USPS: 016208

22
No articles may be reprinted without written permission
from the Minnesota Timber Producers Association.

Timber Bulletin July/August 2003

3

O

n August 1 and 2 the North
Star Expo was held at the Proctor
Fairgrounds. This being the 50th
year of the Expo, there was a
special emphasis on the
evolution of the mechanization
as we know it today. Much of
the equipment we use for
logging
was born
President’s
in the
Minnesota
woods.
On Friday
evening a
recognition
banquet was
held to honor
past
mechanization
committee
members and long time vendors.
This was an enjoyable evening
and well attended. I would like
to thank the mechanization
committee and public relations
committee for all of their work to
make these events a big success.
On July 21, 2003, the
Governor’s Advisory Task Force
report on the competitiveness of
Minnesota’s Primary Forest
Based Industry was presented to
Governor Pawlenty and was
very well received. Of the 10
factors affecting our
competitiveness it was no
surprise that wood availability
was number one on the list.
Wood supply from the DNR was
brought to his attention as well
as good forest management
practices.
In the month of July there
were four community briefings
throughout Minnesota that were
put on by TPA and MFI
concerning the National Forest
Plan Revision. These meetings
were very well attended and
hopefully each of us responded
with a letter to the Forest Service
with the concerns we have about
the lack of good timber
management plans on both the
Chippewa and Superior national
forests in Minnesota. It is time
for a wake up call to the USFS.
Let’s keep safety a top priority.

Column
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Members Turn Out to
Turn Down Alternative E
by Maureen Talarico

H

undreds of Timber Producers
Association members turned out to
hear about the U.S. Forest Service
alternative selected for the revised
plan for the Chippewa and
Superior National Forests.
At meetings organized by TPA in
Orr, Bemidji, Grand Rapids and
Castle Danger, TPA members, state
representatives and senators,
members of the public and media
took time out of their busy
evenings to attend the 7-9 p.m.
presentations, led by TPA Executive
Vice President Wayne Brandt and
Tim O’Hara, vice president of
Forest Policy for Minnesota Forest
Industries.
At the first meeting, at the Orr
American Legion, TPA executive
committee member Warren Johnson
spoke to members at the two hour
meeting, before a presentation by
Tim O’Hara outlining the details of
the alternatives. In meetings to
follow in Bemidji and Grand
Rapids, president of the TPA board,
Clarence Johnson stirred up the
crowd. In Castle Danger, TPA
executive committee member Tom
McCabe spoke before the
assembled group at the Grand
Superior Lodge.
Many comments reflected TPA’s
position, that Alternative E is
merely custodial management of
the forest lands and does not
provide enough land to harvest to
maintain Minnesota’s wood
industry. Without increasing the
amount of acres to harvest, this will
only lead to more imports of wood,
further damaging Minnesota’s
economy.
Alternative E is also a detriment
to the general forest health in the
Chippewa and Superior, which
already have high mortality rates.
By limiting the harvest to almost
nil, mortality will only increase,
further adding to the many acres
already deemed as at risk for
catastrophic fire by the Forest
Service itself.
There is hope that the presence of
Representative David Dill, Senators
Carrie Ruud and Tom Saxhaug, and
other prominent citizens will also

Timber Bulletin July/August 2003

help to get the word out that
Alternative C is a reasonable,
economical, environmental choice
for management.
The comment deadline has been
extended to Sept. 11. TPA
encourages readers to send their
comments to the Forest Service at:
Forest Plan Revision, Chippewa
National Forest, 200 Ash Avenue
NW, Cass Lake, Minn. 56633-8929
or e-mail: tsruecker@fs.fed.us.

Senator Carrie Ruud, right, of Breezy
Point listens to TPA’s presentation in
Bemidji.

Tom McCabe Jr. of McCabe Forest
Products and Bill Blazar, senior vice
president of the Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce, visit after TPA’s
presentation in Castle Danger.

A

big thank you to everyone
who made this year’s 50th North
Star Expo a success. The vendors,
members, committees and
volunteers all did a great job.
Special thanks to Marilyn Fellows
for bringing over the “bushmaster”
and photo display. Having this
piece of vintage equipment added a
lot to the show.



Governor Pawlenty’s Advisory
Task Force Report on the
Competitiveness of Minnesota’s
Primary
Executive Vice Forest
Products
President’s
Industry,
which TPA
President
Clarence
Johnson served on,
has been released.
The 34-page report
reviews our
competitive
position on wood
availability and
price, transportation,
environmental permitting and
seven other issues.
The report benchmarked our
position in Minnesota versus eight
other states, Canada, Sweden,
Finland, Brazil and China. Of the
nearly 100 benchmarks that were
obtained, Minnesota came out
worse for two-thirds of them and
better for one-fourth of them. In
the instances where Minnesota’s
competitive position was ranked
better, 71 percent of the positions
related to education or energy
(primarily electricity rates).
The report paints a pretty bleak
picture of where we are at as an
industry.
But, it also makes a series of
recommendations of actions that
can be taken to improve our
position. These recommendations
include increasing the volume of
timber offered for sale on state and
county administered lands,
increasing the allowable timber
harvest levels on the Superior and
Chippewa national forests,
streamlining MPCA requirements,
changing truck weight laws to
make them comparable to
surrounding states, promoting
voluntary third party certification

Column

of public lands and improving the
business and tax climate.
Importantly, the report also
recommends follow-up steps to
make sure that the report’s
recommendations are
implemented. A group has already
been formed and has met to initiate
the follow-up.
While there are important
international factors at work that
impact the competitiveness and
profitability of our loggers and
mills here in Minnesota, the report
sets an agenda for policy changes
that we here in Minnesota can
either control or at least influence.
No one but Minnesotans decide
how much wood will be cut on
state and county lands. And, no
one but Minnesotans decide how
much weight can be hauled on
state, county and local roads.
This report and the interest of
Governor Pawlenty’s
administration provides us with
the opportunity to address that
which we can control. None of us
will want to look back in 10 or 15
years and say we wish we would
have followed through on the
important recommendations in
the report.
The report is available online at
www.dnr.state.mn.us. To find the
report, click on “Forestry” under
the listing of DNR Divisions and
you will find the report.



As I write this column, we’re
mired in one of those August hot
spells. When it’s hot next to Lake
Superior, you know it’s hot. And,
when it’s hot it’s very easy to get
distracted. You get out of your air
conditioned vehicle or machine and
the first thing that you think about
is how hot it is. Well, the second
thing you could be thinking about
is how you wrenched your knee
getting off of a machine while you
were thinking about hot it was
instead of looking where you were
stepping.
Distractions on the job, be they
weather or something else, can lead
to accidents and injuries. Don’t let
yourself or your crew get distracted
and injured.

AUCTION!
LARSON LUMBER CO.
KEITH & GLENN LARSON
BAGLEY, MN - 218-694-2292
WED., SEPT. 10
9:30 AM
After 50 years in sawmill business the
Larson’s have decided to discontinue their
sawmill operation.
Very Well Maintained Clean Equipment.
RESAW & CUT-UP LINE: ’98 Cornell Mod.
612B double arbor; single bay; gang
resaw; Very Low Hours; Sharp! Cornell 4saw trim saw; 12’ manual adj.. Baker Mod.
BBR-0 double head band resaw; returns w/
2–Baker BPO turnarounds. Baker Mod.
BBR-0 single head band resaw. Baker
Lance 24" cut-off saw. Yates American
Mod. G77 straight line rip saw. 3-saw trim
saw; adj. 8’ cap. 2–2-strand unscramblers
w/ 61/2’ x 15’ infeed decks.
CHIPPING CANTERS: Can-Car Chip-NSaw; 3-sided; 8"x17"; hyd. sets; power
infeed rolls. Can-Car 3-sided 41/2" cap.
CIRCLE MILL: Corley 3-block RH
carriage; Hydro Cam elect./hyd. set works.
Corley Husk; 100 hp motor; 52’ track; off
bearer. Cleereman Mod. hyd. 50 feed
works; 50 hp. Corinth hyd. bar log turner.
SCRAGG MILL: 2-saw end dogging
scragg mill; hyd. setworks w/ 31/2"–12" cap.
DEBARKER: Morbark 636 w/ 20’ Cat Track
infeed & 20’ outfeed.
CHIPPERS & BLOWERS: Fulghum 2020
Wood-Chuck; 20" head; 60 hp. 16’ vibratory
infeed conveyor. 2–Morbark 348 ChipPacs. 3-van loading & 4-Phelps blowers.
Lgr. & 2–small sawdust cyclones.
8-LOG & TRANSFER DECKS. 3–ROLL
CASES. 7–RUBBER BELT & 6–BARN
SWEEP CONVEYORS.
FILE ROOM: Newman 32" knife grinder.
Foley: 367 carbide grinder; 359 saw setter
& circle saw grinder. Acme circle saw
sharpener. Swedge & shaper. Hand saw
sharpening tools.
3 - AIR COMPRESSORS.
ELECTRICAL: Westinghouse MCC; 800
amp; 600 volt; 25 buckets; Installed in ‘98.
Westinghouse 2100 Series MCC; 400
amp; 480 volt w/ 200 hp soft starter;
forward & reversing starters; Installed in
‘01.
25–Disconnects
&
Combo
Starter/Disconnects. 7–Starters.
WHEEL LOADERS: ’96 J.D. 544G w/ JRB
log forks w/ grapple. ’88 J.D. 444E; forks &
material bucket; 350 hrs since major on
eng. & trans.
TRUCKS & TRAILERS: ’89 Kenworth T800 T/A tractor; 60" sleeper; Cummins 350;
10 spd. ’73 Chev. 90 S/A yard truck w/
Barko 80 knuckleboom loader. ’86
Transcraft; 45’ flatbed trailer. ’72 & 78’
6–Chip Van Trailers; 40’ & 42’ tandems.
NICE SELECTION SHOP EQUIP. PARTS
& ACCESS.; SALVAGE EQUIP.
Call for Brochure 800-432-1922 or
www.wausauauctioneers.com
TERMS: 10% Buyers Premium. Cash or
Certified Funds. Personal & Company Checks
Must have Bank Letter. Items are being sold
"As Is Where Is," without warranty or
guarantee.
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50th Expo Draws in the Crowds
by Maureen Talarico

P

eople from Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Michigan, and Ontario
attended the 50th Anniversary
North Star Expo August 1 and 2 at
the South St. Louis County
Fairgrounds in Duluth. Indoor
vendor displays and registration
were located in the hockey arena
and outdoor vendor displays and
contests filled the midway as
visitors took in more than $25
million in equipment showcasing
the latest in logging, trucking and
sawmilling technology. The event
pumped $1.5 million dollars into
the local economy over two days.
On Friday, log loading contests
began, and would take place all
day and into Saturday, and the
crowd had a firsthand look at
professional loggers at work.
Littlefork’s Gordy Dobbs won this
year’s combined contest with a
time of 8:41:07, followed by Brian
Hartwig at 9:16:17 and Tom Long
with 9:23:58. In the Master’s
Division, Ramon Killmer of Big
Falls came in first in the combined
with a time of 11:44:09, Cornel
Benson of Iron River, Mich., placed
second at 13:23:04, and Solway’s
Paul Lundberg finished third with
7:48:16 (Friday only.) Friday’s
winners were Gordy Dobbs with a
time of 4:28:69, Brian Hartwig of
Medford, Wis., at 4:40:38 and
Wayne Johnson of Blackduck with
4:50:60. Saturday’s winners were

KBJR’s Barbara Reyelts taking part in
the Celebrity Log Loading Contest.

Gordy Dobbs at 4:12:38, Tom Long
of Orr with 4:23:17 and McGregor’s
Tony Kowitz at 4:27:68.
Another contest that really drew
a lot of attention this year: the
Celebrity Log Loading Contest. A
record number of media
participants tried their hand at a
new skill, along with several state
officials and Expo dignitaries.
Participants included State Sen.
Yvonne Prettner-Solon, KBJR
investigative reporter and anchor
Barbara Reyelts, WDIO news
anchor Dan Schutte, KDLH sports
anchor Chris Earl, KDLH
meteorologist Phil Johnson, KKIN
radio anchor Dallas Kurt Smith,

Aerial view of South St. Louis County Fairgrounds.
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Department of Natural Resources
Deputy Commissioner Mark
Holsten, Minnesota Logger
Education Program Director Dave
Chura and B105 radio personality
Pat Puchella. Mark Holsten placed
first with a time of 2:42:26. Dan
Schutte placed second with 2:48:13,
and Dave Chura scored third with
3:07:57. Phil Johnson came in at
3:14:44, Dallas Kurt Smith at
3:28:38, Pat Pachella at 3:29:35,
Senator Yvonne Prettner-Solon at
4:03:38, Chris Earl at 4:09:83 and
Barbara Reyelts at 5:28:43.
The “Prize Patrol” also handed
out ribbons to first, second, and
third-place finishers in the indoor
and outdoor booth contests.
Finishing tops in the indoor vendor
display contest: Interstate Detroit
Diesel; Anderson Fuel and
Lubricants came in second, and
Farm Oyl placed third. In the
outdoor display results, Badger
Truck and Refrigeration took home
first place and Road Machinery and
Supplies placed second, followed
by Don Dens Sales.
Greg Cook Logging won the Best
Load contest, which focuses on
truck safety, workmanship, wood
quality and aesthetics. TPA wants
to thank the vendors who helped
donate door prizes for the Best
Load Contest: Jake’s Quality Tires,
Arrowhead Equipment, Lake
Superior Mack, Maney
International Trucks, Nortrax,
Bridgestone-Firestone Tires of
(continued on page 8)

Best load winner: Greg Cook Logging.

First place, outdoor vendor display contest: Badger Truck &
Refrigeration.

First place, indoor vendor display contest: Interstate
Detroit Diesel.

(continued from page 6)
Superior, Cummins, St.
Joseph Equipment, Inc.,
Pomp’s Tire, Skubic
International Trucks, Ziegler
CAT, Allstate Peterbilt, and
Rihm Kenworth. And there
was a tie for the winner of
the “Guess the Weight of the
Best Load” contest, both
Grant Erickson of Erickson
Timber and Roger Liimatta
of Menahga guessed the
correct weight. Both will
receive $25 dollars!
In the wood identification
contest, there were two
winners for each day of the
Expo. They are Seth Johnson
of Hampton, Minnesota and
Jessica Schinke of Cohasset,
Minnesota. Both receive $25
prizes. Congratulations!
Folks also had a chance to
sharpen their skills at the
cut-to-length workshop and
at the load securement
workshops. Many people
enjoyed hearing about the
latest in technology and
finding out ways to make
their operations run more
smoothly.
The day wrapped up with
a memorable evening at
Spirit Mountain Lodge.
Mechanization chairmen,
both past and present, spoke
on the many changes that
have taken place over the
past five decades. Everyone
enjoyed the roast beef and
chicken dinner and
especially the anniversary
cakes sponsored by LUA.
TPA would like to thank
everyone who helped make
this year’s North Star Expo
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Timber Producers Association Shines in New Booth

T

PA celebrated the 50th
anniversary of the North Star Expo
with a new booth that attracted
hundreds of people each day at the
South St. Louis County fairgrounds.
The booth featured a brand new
banner marking the historic
occasion, posters comparing logging
efficiencies over the past hundred
years, and historic footage of the last
log drive in Minnesota. But that’s
not all! Thanks to donations by
Marilyn Fellows of Land O Lakes
Wood Preserving and Rod
Bergstrom of Bergstrom Wood
products, Expo goers were treated to
some amazing artifacts in logging
history! There were also posters
showing past expos from the ’60s,
’70s and recent years.
The TPA booth also had some
nifty giveaways this year. Hot off
the presses, a booklet on the
evolution of logging was a hit with
all who stopped by the booth and
folks gladly took the newest trinket,
toothpicks in a handy dispenser.
The Timber Producers Association
would like to thank all the
contributors to the 50th Anniversary
North Star Expo educational project:
Gold Sponsors $5,000 and up
Boise Cascade
Lumberman's Underwriting Alliance
Silver Sponsors $2,500 - $ 4,999
Land 0 Lakes Wood Preserving
Blandin Foundation
Bronze Sponsors $1,000 - $2,499
Northwood Panelboard
Bergstrom Wood Products
Erickson Timber
Potlatch Corporation
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Sponsors $500 - $999
C.O. Johnson Logging Inc.
Rieger Logging and Trucking
Fryberger Law Firm
McCabe Forest Products
MN Assoc of County Land Comm
Pittack Logging
Pomp's Tire Service Inc.
Stora Enso North America
Trus Joist, A Weyerhaeuser Business
UPM Kymmene - Blandin Paper Co.
Ken Ziemba Logging
Cass Forest Products
Lovdahl and Sons
Larson Lumber Co.
Killmer Bros. Inc.
Hancock Fabrication, Inc.
Sustainable Forestry Initiatives
Contributors up to $499
MN Department of Natural
Resources
Road Machinery and Supplies
Rick Jensen
Rajala Companies
DeLack Logging
Dobbs Logging
Skubic Brothers International
Weaver Lumber Company
Jenson Wood Products
Pohl Creek Timber
Rick L. Jensen Timber Products
TPA also wants to remind
members it is still looking for
historic logging footage on film or
video for an educational DVD/CD
ROM it will be compiling in the next
several months. If you have any
video and would like to have it
included, please send a marked tape
with your name, address and phone
number to: TPA, 324 West Superior
St., Suite 903, Medical Arts Building,
Duluth, Minn., 55802

DNR Deputy Commissioner Mark
Holsten inside the cab before his
winning run.

such a phenomenal success. TPA
would also like to thank the
following companies for donations
for door prizes: Interstate Detroit
Diesel, Allstate Peterbilt, Northland
Tractor Repair, Air Hydraulic Systems,
American Pressure, Lake Superior
Mack and Volvo, Wells Fargo, UPM
Kymmene-Blandin Paper, Trus
Joist-Weyerhaeuser, Skubic Bros.
International, Don Evans Insurance,
Minnesota Forest Industries, Great
Lakes Manufacturing, and Glen’s
Truck Center.
TPA would also like to thank the
following companies for donating
time, money and effort on our 50th
anniversary of the North Star Expo:
Boise Cascade Corporation,
Northwood Panelboard, Potlatch
Corporation, Stora Enso North
America, and UPM KymmeneBlandin Paper.

Saturday’s log loading winners: Tom
Long of Orr, left, second place; and
Gordy Dobbs of Littlefork, right, first
place.

Great food and great conversation at the banquet.

Rod Bergstrom and Harry Fisher man the TPA 50th anniversary booth. Photo
courtesy of Marilyn Fellows, Land O Lakes Wood Preserving.

Delicious cakes for the banquet, courtesy of LUA.
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First Hybrid Poplar Plantation Harvest

I

t’s rare nowadays for a logger to
go out in the woods and make
history, since most things have
been done already. But that’s
exactly what happened when Kelly
Kimble Logging of Park Rapids
went to a sale May 30, four miles
east of Ulen. Their job: to conduct
the first harvest of a hybrid poplar
plantation in the state of
Minnesota.
In 1988, five acres were planted,
and another 40 in 1989 on Lynn
Stumbo’s land. The planting has
been a research and trial site for the
University of Minnesota and AURI,
the Agriculture Utilization Research
Institute, at Crookston. The clones
that were planted and harvested
are DN-34 and DN-182.
The crew from Kelly Kimble
Logging, using a Hahn harvester,
John Deere feller-buncher, grapple
skidder and Barko loader, clear-cut
9.6 acres and row thinned
approximately 10 acres. The yield
was 20-25 cords an acre, with three
and four stick trees at five- and 10inch diameters. The 250 cords will
be used for Oriented Strand Board
(OSB) at Potlatch, Corp. in Bemidji.
Minnesota farmers are some of
the first to plant such hybrid
poplars across the state. They’ve
been used for decades as
windbreaks, but now have real
value to the forest industry.
The trees are more resistant to
diseases and pests, and thrive in
Minnesota’s climate and soil
conditions. The trees also grow six
to 10 times faster than aspen, and
can be harvested, as seen, in 10 to
15 years.

Kelly Kimball
Logging crew, in
14-year-old
hybrid poplar
plantation. Left to
right: Sam
Yliniemi, Justin
Kimball, Kelly
Kimball (owner),
Zach Kimball and
Don Pachel.

Land owner Lynn
Stumbo, Ulen,
Minn., at log
landing at his
14-year-old poplar
plantation.

Ulen, Minn.

DN-34 and DN-182

Logger: Kelly Kimball Logging,
Park Rapids, Minn.
Sale harvested: May 30-June 6, 2003

Acres harvested: 9.6 acres clearcut;
approximately 10 acres row
thinned.

Five acres planted in 1988; 40 acres
planted in 1989

Estimated yield: 20-25 cords/acre,
3 and 4 stick trees, 5"-10"
diameter trees.

Land was enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) for 10 years.

Sale volume: 250 cords estimated

irst hybrid poplar plantation
to be harvested in the state of
Minnesota. Poplar has been
harvested previously from
windbreak plantings.

This planting has been a research
and trial site for the U of M
(University of Minnesota) and
AURI (Agriculture Utilization
Research Institute) at Crookston.
Replanting and fertilization trials
will continue on this site.

Operability: Excellent; high
ground, summer access, smooth
and level site.

Landowner: Mr. Lynn Stumbo,

Clones planted and harvested:

Hybrid Poplar
Sale Details
14 YEARS from planting to
commercial timber harvest!

F

Product: Wood will be used for
OSB (Oriented Strand Board) at
Potlatch Corp., Bemidji.

Need to have a delimber to process
trees; Hahn Harvester was used
on this sale.
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Minnesota Loggers Sharpen the Saw

O

ver 675 loggers and other
resource professionals attended the
Minnesota Logger Education
Program’s (MLEP) spring
workshops. Logger education is
integral to the successful
implementation of Minnesota’s
voluntary site-level forest
guidelines, which provide the
framework for best management
practices or “how-tos” for
sustainable forest management.
The workshops focused around
the issues of forest certification
programs and activities, wildlife
management and business

12

management. Participants
examined several forest
certification programs – how they
vary, how they are implemented
and the public pressure for
performance standards. The
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI)
program, SFI core indicators and
logger responsibilities were a key
focus of the curriculum.
Presentations also included ways
to incorporate wildlife management
into forest management plans for
those private landowners who
indicate wildlife as a management
focus for their land. As well, a
summary of the endangered,

Timber Bulletin July/August 2003

threatened and special concern
species to be aware of when
conducting forest management
activities and Endangered Species
Act requirements was provided. A
review of transportation
requirements and recent changes to
regulations were addressed, and
financial management planning
and risk aversion tools were
discussed in an effort to improve
workplace safety and business
stability.
The 10 workshops were
conducted in Cloquet, Grand
Rapids, Bemidji, International Falls,
Two Harbors and Rochester during
the months of May and June.
For more information on the
Minnesota Logger Education
Program, membership, or
workshop opportunities,
visit www.mlep.org or call
218-722-5442.
The Minnesota Logger
Education Program (MLEP)
was initiated in 1995 to provide
direct, responsive professional
assistance to Minnesota's
logging community through
progressive support and
implementation of the
Sustainable Forestry Initiative®
(SFI). Now in its seventh year
of operation, MLEP has
successfully assisted loggers in
meeting the ever-challenging
demands of their profession
and continues to provide
leadership in modeling
excellence in logger education
program design, development,
organization, and
administration.
The Minnesota Logger
Education Program (MLEP) was
initiated in 1995 to provide
direct, responsive professional
assistance to Minnesota’s logging
community through progressive
support and implementation of
the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative® (SFI). Now in its
seventh year of operation, MLEP
has successfully assisted loggers
in meeting the ever-challenging
demands of their profession and
continues to provide leadership in
modeling excellence in logger
education program design,
development, organization, and
administration.

Logging Legend Calls it Quits

Harris Walsh at home in Park Rapids.

by Maureen Talarico

W

hen you walk into Harris
Walsh’s Park Rapids home, its
cleanliness is reminiscent of a
hospital room, with the floors
polished and the counters clear.
But the warm atmosphere is
anything but sterile. Graced by
pictures of his family in every
corner of the house, the man who
has resided in Park Rapids for the
majority of his long life is kind,
intelligent and willing to speak of
his experiences.
Harris Walsh has probably been
interviewed more than any logger
around. After all, Harris has been
logging for more than 75 years,
until his auction in June, when he
finally called it quits. “I just
thought it was time. And things
were getting more and more so that
it was harder to make a dollar. So I
just decided I’d quit,” said Harris.
When most people think of

retirement, 65 is the age
that comes to mind.
Harris will be 94 in
September.
He began logging
with his father when he
was 14, hauling wood
with a Model T truck.
“My dad had a lath
mill and a lumber mill
and a shingle mill all in
one. And, of course, I
started real early
working around it.” He
worked in the Civilian
Conservation Corps
(CCC) and helped build
the Alcan Highway in
British Columbia in the
early 1940s. “I was working in the
shop where they had a lot of
equipment. It was alright, but
you’re a long ways away from
home. The home life to me was
always first.”
So Harris headed home to Park
Rapids and by the early 1950s
employed up to 40 men. Early on,
Harris used the old swede saws,
with axes to limb the trees. With
such equipment came close calls,
including when Harris suffered a
fractured skull. “We had to pitch all
this pulp out years ago because
there was no loader or nothing like
that. I went right in the car with
one of those sticks one time,” he
recalls.
Throughout the years, Harris has
witnessed the entire mechanization
revolution that has taken place in
the logging industry. After all, he
bought his first car for $80 dollars
and had to crank it up to start it.
He thinks the best invention in
logging so far has been the Hahn

Harvester. “It did more for us than
a lot of others because it did all the
limbing and all of the sawing of it
up. But it was everything, the
skidder, the buncher, and all that
was all important, real important,
and it was safer.”
Harris sold his Hahn harvester to
Dick Walsh Forest Products in his
recent auction. And now, with no
equipment left, sometimes it’s hard
for him to adjust to a new, retired
lifestyle. “I see the rest of ‘em
going to work and I wonder what
am I staying home for.” He adds,
“But I haven’t got nothing to work
with. I sold it all.”
In the seven decades he had
equipment, he took good care of it,
and the crew. Harris would wake
in the winter at 3:30 in the morning
to warm up the engines so when
the other men arrived, things were
tolerable. He does remember one
winter spell that won out over his
tenacious efforts. “I can tell you
one time, about six or seven years
ago, when it was so cold, about 60
degrees below for a few days, and I
would go out and about midnight
start the equipment up and warm it
up. And this time I started the pole
skidder and it ran for a little while
and it gelled up. So I shut the key
off and we didn’t go back for two
days, it was so cold.”
Harris says while he misses the
work now, come this winter he’ll be
glad to stay in bed and not have to
warm up the equipment in the

Brothers Chester and Harris Walsh.
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middle of the night. He still rises
quite early though. He used to
wake up between 3:30 and 3:45 in
the morning, now he gets up at the
late old hour of 5 a.m. “I stay up
later at night too. Seldom did I ever
watch the ballgame because maybe
halfway over, I’d go to bed. But
now I do watch some of them.”
Watching a few games here and
there and keeping an eye on his
flower garden occupy much of the
man’s time these days. “The flower
garden is one thing, and then
painting and what not around the
place that I put off and put off
because I didn’t really have time
and when you did have time, you
didn’t feel like it.”
His home has artifacts that verify
the man’s 75-plus years of work,
including original, hand-pounded
tools Harris used in the CCC. He
saved a few of his tools from his
logging outfit, but where the best is
saved cannot be seen….in Harris’
memory. Days gone by, times that
no longer are, and an industry that
has seen such revolution in the past
century, the majority witnessed by
Harris Walsh.
“I think the greatest joy was for
years and years, you’d walk out in
the woods and everything was
quiet and you were out in the
woods with nobody pushing you,
no telephone, no nothing, and I
liked that. I liked the woods, and I
always liked being in the woods.”
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National Forestry Organization to Honor Minnesota Forester

T

he Society of American
Foresters has recognized Ronald W.
Severs of the
University of
Minnesota’s
Cloquet Forestry
Center (CFC)
with its
Presidential Field
Forester Award.
Initiated by SAF
past-president Fred Ebel in 2000,
the award recognizes foresters who
have displayed uncommon talent
and innovative methods to achieve
a record of excellence in the
application of forest management.
“Forester practitioners are the
true foundation of our profession,”
says Ebel. “They often operate in
complete anonymity, yet their
actions are the single most
important contribution to the
viability and understanding of our
profession. This is where forestry
truly happens and it is important
that we recognize those who
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perform the art and science of
forestry each and every day.”
Severs, forest manager at the
University of Minnesota’s Cloquet
Forestry Center, began his forestry
career in 1970 as a timber harvester
in Peoria, Ill. Soon thereafter he
became employed at the Cloquet
Forestry Center, eventually
becoming forest manager for the
center’s 3,500-acre research and
demonstration forest. Severs has
provided a stellar example to
students and professional foresters
of how to successfully manage
forests and bring the
understanding of forest
management to the public.
In addition to his 23-year career
with the CFC, Severs has been a
guest lecturer for numerous
forestry-related courses throughout
Minnesota’s university system. The
majority of Severs’s publications
have focused on aiding the lay
public to understand the
importance of forest management.
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In his service to SAF, Severs has
been chair-elect and chair for both
the Lake Superior Chapter and the
Minnesota SAF. He has also served
on the Membership, Legislative and
Policy, and Forest Technician
Accreditation Committees. He
joined SAF in 1980.
Severs will receive his award at
the 2003 SAF National Convention,
which will be held Oct. 25-29 in
Buffalo, N.Y. Given the regional
differences in forestry, an award
recipient is selected from each of
the 11 SAF voting districts. For
more information about all of the
award winners, visit the SAF
website at http://www.safnet.org/
who/nationalawards.cfm.
The Society of American Foresters is
the scientific and educational
association representing the profession
of forestry in the United States. The
Society’s primary objective is to
advance the science, technology,
education, and practice of professional
forestry for the benefit of society.

Nortrax’s Duluth, Minn., facility expansion.

Nortrax Celebrates Duluth Expansion!

A

pproximately 300 people
attended the customer appreciation
day event held at Nortrax’s Duluth,
Minn., operation on Friday, June 27.
The event was a celebration and
introduction to Duluth area
customers of Nortrax’s new 50x80foot shop expansion and facility
improvements.
In addition to the shop addition,
parts storage capacity was
expanded, new fencing was
installed, new paint and signage
were provided and new shop tools
and a track press were added. The
facility has a new sharp appearance
from the road, as well as an
expanded and well-defined
machine display area, bordered by
attractive cedar fencing. The new
shop layout has provided a means
of greatly improving the efficiencies
of machine servicing and repairs.
“We have a lot of confidence in
the Duluth market,” stated Nortrax
Midwest Region Vice President and
General Manager Tim Murphy.
“This is a growth area, and Duluth
provides a strategic location for
servicing our construction and
forestry customers in northeast
Minnesota and northwest
Wisconsin.”
Customers and representatives
from John Deere and Nortrax were
presented with a wide range of
equipment displays and product
support displays. Tom Shannon,
service manager from Nortrax’s
Grand Rapids, Minn., operation
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John Deere logo etched in concrete at
Duluth facility entrance.

provided all the cooking … and not
too many people left hungry!
Nortrax had a special presentation
on the new John Deere 824J Series
Wheel Loader, a 6-yard capacity
machine, as well as on the John
Deere 400D Articulated Dump
Truck. Presentations by John Deere

professionals were ongoing
throughout the day.
Duluth Service Manager Bruce
Grover was obviously proud of his
new product support operation.
“This expansion really gives us the
horsepower to compete on all fronts,”
exclaimed Grover. He referenced
Nortrax’s SMART program, a
scheduled maintenance program
for not only John Deere products,
but for any brand of equipment in
a customer’s fleet. The facility’s
new track press will allow Nortrax
the capability of doing track work
locally, rather than having tracks
shipped out to other locations.
Operations Manager Mark

Tim Murphy, vice president and general manager, cuts the ribbon for the
improved facility with help from Duluth Chamber of Commerce representatives.
Joe Meierhoff, Dale Gessel, Mark Lindberg, and Bruce Grover, (left to right) also
participate in the ceremony.
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Lindberg cordially invited all those customers who
were unable to make the event to “stop on by for a
personal tour!” Mark added, “I might not have any of
Tom’s great BBQ left, but I can still give ‘em a pretty
good tour.”
Nortrax operates seven branches in the Midwest
Region headquartered out of Eau Claire, Wis.
Locations include Bemidji, Grand Rapids and Duluth,
Minn.; Ashland, Monico and Eau Claire, Wis.; and
Escanaba, Mich. The company represents the full line
of John Deere, Timberjack and Fabtek equipment in its
entire territory, as well as Hitachi equipment in its
Wisconsin and Michigan operations.

Bruce Grover, Kevin Bolf, and Tom Shannon cook for
Nortrax customers.
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American Tree Farm System Family Forest Owners
Preferred Suppliers of MeadWestvaco Rumford Mill

M

eadWestvaco’s Rumford,
Maine, mill has announced that
family forest owners certified by
the American Tree Farm System®
(ATFS) are now preferred providers
of pulpwood. The Rumford Mill,
for many years a strong supporter
of ATFS and its certified forestland
owners, is giving delivery
preference to pulpwood sourced
from ATFS-certified sustainably
managed forestland.
“All too often pulpwood can be
difficult to market,” stated Anthony
Lyons, director of fiber supply for
the Rumford Mill, “but as far as
MeadWestvaco is concerned, we
want to recognize the commitment
a landowner exhibits when they
seek certification of their
sustainable forest management
practices.”
Currently, there are over 1,100
ATFS-certified family forest owners
who manage more than 300,000
acres in Maine. ATFS certification
is a voluntary process that
incorporates established and
important standards and guidelines
required by the American Forest
Foundation, the nonprofit
organization that manages ATFS.
Landowners who want to become
certified Tree Farmers allow a
qualified ATFS forest professional
to inspect their property. If ATFSaccredited inspectors determine the
property meets the American Forest
Foundation’s standards and
guidelines for forest sustainability,
the landowner receives a certificate
and the recognizable diamondshaped Tree Farm sign. A
landowner's property is reinspected
every five years to maintain Tree
Farm certification status.
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“This commitment by
MeadeWestvaco forms the critical
next step in assuring their product
purchasers that family forest
owners are practicing sustainable
forestry, while also encouraging the
management of our nation’s forests
for wood, water, wildlife, and
recreation – all of which form the
foundation of ATFS,” commented
Bob Simpson, ATFS director. There
are 61,000 ATFS certified Tree
Farms in the United States covering
more than 26 million acres of
forestland.
Maine is a leader among the
percentage of certified forest land
in the United States with
approximately 37 percent of
certified forest land (6.5 million
acres). “I know that Maine citizens
share my vision of healthy forests
and a prosperous forest products
economy,” said Governor Baldacci,
“If we work together, certification
can help make our vision a reality
for Maine.”
For more information please
contact Brigitte Johnson, APR,
director of communications,
202-463-5163, E-mail bjohnson@
forestfoundation.org or visit ATFS
at www.treefarmsystem.org
ATFS promotes the sustainable
management of forests through
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education and outreach to private
landowners. Founded in 1941, ATFS
covers 26 million acres of familyowned forestland and has 61,000
certified Tree Farmer members who are
committed to excellence in forest
stewardship. Tree Farmers manage
their forestlands for wood, water,
wildlife and recreation with assistance
from over 7,000 volunteer foresters.
ATFS is a program of the American
Forest Foundation, a nonprofit
organization that works for healthy
forests, quality environmental
education and to help people make
informed decisions about our
communities and our world.

LOGGERS OF THE PAST . . .

The Iron Men in the Camps
by J. C. Ryan
This story is reprinted from an earlier Timber Bulletin–one of the first of “Buzz”
Ryan’s ever-popular contributions to these pages. The Bulletin will continue to
reprint selected stories from the memories he recorded for us.–Editor
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Classifieds
As a service, the Timber Bulletin offers
free classified ads of up to 85 words to
all MTPA members and associate
members.
_____________________________________
USED
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE
_____________________________________
FOR SALE
CABLE SKIDDERS
1967 225 TJ.................................$6,500
1969 C4 TF .................................P.O.R.
1973 C5 TF...................................7,500
1970 440A JD .............................10,500
GRAPPLE SKIDDERS
1993 518C Cat., new trans.......40,000
1987 666 Clark, floatation
tires .........................................22,000
1989 170XL Franklin, 6 cyl
Cummins ...............................16,000
1991 450B TJ, Cummins eng ...18,000
1998 460 TJ, dual function ......52,000
1976 540B TJ, 23.1x26 tires ......15,000
1978 540B TJ, 28Lx26 tires.......16,000
1984 540B JD, 640 rearends,
28Lx26 tires ...........................25,000
1986 648D JD, dual function...27,000
1993 648E JD, dual function ...46,000
1980 C6 TF, with 23.1x26 tires ..9,000
CRAWLERS
1993 D31P20 Komatsu
crawler dozer ........................25,000
1995 D31P20 Komatsu
crawler dozer ........................35,000
1995 D3CLGP, new undercarriage,
very clean ..............................33,000
1975 450C, 6-way blade...........12,500
1990 650G, 6-way blade...........32,000

1987 D4H LGP, 6-way blade,
encl. cab .................................27,000
KNUCKLE BOOM LOADERS
1987 210C 6 cyl JD
slasher pkg ............................27,000
Prentice 90 on tandem truck,
19' bed ......................................8,500
1987 XL 175 Husky ..................14,500
TRUCKS
1998 Peterbilt, 470 Detroit,
18 sp .......................................36,000
1978 GMC 2-ton w/hydr hoist,
flatbed dump ........................ 4,500
EXCAVATORS
1990 JD 490D.............................27,000
1002 Mitsubishi MXR55 ..........12,000
DELIMBERS
1981 743 JD................................15,000
Siiro delimber/slasher...............7,000
1985 125B Case w/3000
Denis ......................................27,000
1986 JD 693C w/3000 Denis...25,000
1995 CAT 320 w/3500 DT
Denharco ...............................79,000
1999 JD 200LC /453
Pro Pac .................................110,000
FELLER-BUNCHERS AND SHEARS
1981 1080C Bobcat....................12,000
1979 Drott 40, shearhead.........17,000
1978 Drott 40, JD eng...............13,000
1986 490 JD, w/20" Timbco
shearhead ..............................29,900
1993 JD 590D w/18'
Roto saw ................................29,000
1993 T445 Timbco, w/22" Quadco
sawhead w/side tilt...........125,000
1993 Risley Black Magic
w/Risley sawhead ...............95,000
1976 544B JD, 20" shear ...........21,000
1988 910 Cat, 17" shearhead,
rebuilt trans...........................32,000

1979 411 Hy-Ax w/Timbco
bar saw.....................................9,900
1987 411B Hydro-Ax................20,000
1986 511B Hydro-Ax, 6 BT
Cummins ...............................30,000
WHEEL LOADERS
4500 Ford backhoe .....................7,000
1992 410D JD backhoe .............27,000
544B JD.......................................15,500
1979 544B JD .............................18,500
1981 644C JD .............................28,000
MISCELLANEOUS
1979 Bobcat 731 Skidsteer
loader .......................................6,700
1991 Bobcat 853 Skidsteer
loader .......................................9,500
1986 Hyster LP forklift, gas ......1,700
CAT V80D 8,000# forklift..........6,500
54" slasher w/power unit .........6,500
60" slasher w/power unit .......14,500
20" Koehring sawhead
to fit 643 JD .............................9,000
NEW DEALER FOR
BARKO HYDRAULICS
We have other equipment not listed.
New and used parts,
new and used tires and chains.
Something you’re looking for?
Give us a call. We may have it or
be able to locate it for you!!!
We are distributors for
Aftermarket Parts, Rud Chains
and Hanfab Slashers
NORTHERN TIMBERLINE
EQUIPMENT, INC.
6000 County Road 8
Littlefork, Minn. 56653-9132
Phone 218-278-6203
Fax 218-278-6716
Richard or Cam Hardwig
_____________________________________

ADVERTISERS INDEX
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Boyer Trucks...................................................................7
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